THE QUARREL WITH CURZON
Chief had been withdrawn without discussion,
probably to find a resting-place in the pro-
verbial pigeon-hole. There was only one
course left; after waiting two months he again
tendered his resignation.
The Cabinet could no longer refuse to con-
sider the subject, and if the Ministers had faced
their responsibilities the subsequent trouble
might have been avoided. The final decision
would in any case have to be made by them.
Kitchener's arguments were already in their
hands; Curzon was on the spot as advocate for
the other side; Lord Roberts could be called in
to give his experience of the Military Depart-
ment and suggest a solution. In fact, all the
material evidence was at hand on which their
decision would be finally based. But the Prime
Minister decided to refer the whole question to
the Viceroy's Council. Perhaps this course was
taken at the suggestion of Curzon; perhaps
Ministers hoped that a little delay would give
the opponents time to recover their tempers;
perhaps it was merely an evasion of an un-
pleasant responsibility. But there could be
little doubt that the resignation of Kitchener
would cause a sensation which would not re-
dound to the credit of the Government. The
promise was therefore given that his complaints
would be considered, and Kitchener withdrew
his resignation.
Curzon returned to India at the end of
December, but three months went by before the
big question came up for decision in Council.
These months had been spent by both sides in
preparing themselves for battle. Kitchener had